INFORMS
INFORMS Fellows
Nominations: before 31 May 2026.
INFORMS Fellows are examples of outstanding lifetime achievement in operations research and the management sciences. They have demonstrated exceptional accomplishments and made significant contributions to the advancement of OR/MS over a period of time. Their service to the profession and to INFORMS has culminated in election to the INFORMS Fellow Award.
The Fellow Award is reserved for distinguished individuals who have demonstrated outstanding and exceptional accomplishments and experience in operations research and the management sciences (OR/MS). 
The contributions of a nominee will be evaluated in each of the following five categories; contributions must be outstanding in at least one category: education, service, management, research, practice.
Eligibility: A nominee for the Fellow Award must be a current full member or retired member of INFORMS, must have been a full or retired member for at least 5 of the previous 10 years and must have been a member for at least 10 years in total.
Frederick W. Lanchester Prize
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 15 June 2026 (expected).
This prize is awarded for the best contribution to operations research and the management sciences published in English in the past five years (i.e. 2020 or more recent). For a group of publications, at least one publication of the group must have been published during that same five-year period.
[Student] George B. Dantzig Dissertation Award
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 30 June 2026.
The George B. Dantzig Award is given for the best dissertation in any area of operations research and the management sciences that is innovative and relevant to practice. This award has been established to encourage academic research that combines theory and practice and stimulates greater interaction between doctoral students (and their advisors) and the world of practice. The award is given at the INFORMS Annual Meeting.

[Student] George Nicholson Student Paper Competition 
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 2 June 2026.
The George Nicholson competition is held each year to identify and honor outstanding papers in the field of operations research and the management sciences written by a student.
[Student] Doing Good with Good OR Student competition 
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 15 May 2026. 
Will feature the most exciting work performed by students in partnership with public and private organizations that yields tangible and beneficial outcomes for individuals, communities, and organizations. Such work will be infused with OR/MS methods and could appeal to multiple disciplinary and application-area interests.


INFORMS Applied Probability Society
Erlang Prize for Early Career Applied Probabilists
Every two years.
Nominations: before 1 June 2026.
The Erlang Prize is awarded (every two years, in even years) to an early career researcher who has made a significant contribution to applied probability. Anyone not more than 9 years beyond receiving a PhD degree (a candidate who received his or her first PhD or an equivalent degree anytime in year X is eligible for the award through year X + 9).
Best Student Paper Prize 
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 1 June 2026 (expected).
Yearly Prize, to identify and honor outstanding papers in the field of applied probability that are written by a student. We define applied probability broadly, as any paper related to the modeling, analysis, and control of stochastic systems. The paper’s contribution may lie in the formulation of new mathematical models, in the development of new mathematical or computational methods, in the innovative application of existing methods, or in the opening of new application domains. There will be a first prize, and possibly some additional finalist papers, depending on the number and quality of submissions.
[Lifetime award] APS Blackwell Prize
Annual prize.
Nominations: before 1 July 2026 (expected).
Awarded annually to an individual for fundamental and sustained career contributions within the area of Applied Probability. The Prize serves primarily as a recognition of scholarly innovation, depth, significance, and impact within the area of Applied Probability, but service to the Applied Probability community may also contribute to the award selection. The award is intended to recognize a lifetime career of theoretical and/or applications-driven scholarship within Applied Probability that has had a significant impact on operations research and the management sciences.
INFORMS Optimization Society (IOS)
The INFORMS Optimization Society awards four prizes annually at the INFORMS annual meeting. 
Nomination for all IOS prizes: before July 15, 2026 (expected).
1. The Khachiyan Prize, for outstanding lifetime contributions to the field of optimization by an individual or team;
1. The Farkas Prize, for outstanding contributions by a mid-career researcher to the field of optimization, over the course of their career;
1. The Egon Balas Prize, awarded annually to an individual for a body of contributions in the area of optimization.
1. The Prize for Young Researchers, awarded to one or more young researcher(s) for an outstanding paper in optimization that is submitted to and accepted, or published in a refereed professional journal;
1. The Student Paper Prize, awarded to one or more student(s) for an outstanding paper in optimization that is submitted to and received or published in a refereed professional journal within three calendar years preceding the year of the award.

